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“Don’t They Klmw
They've Won?”

Lucille - Komisar "-
A buslosd of Negro workers|
and - sharecroppers  traveled
from Mississippl to Allantie City'
iast week to make a-~moral pro
test before the nation; they r
turned home afler effecting a po
litical tour de force which firmly:
set “the Democratic Party In a!
direction it had only toyed with:
traveling bhefore. |
The Demociatic Convenlion’s
support of the Freedom Demo- .
‘eratic Party represented a con-|
scious clioice to end the lber-|
‘als’ alliance with the Southern'
(recists and to seek to build an'
_interracial party in the South. !
. It iz irue that national Demo-|
crafic leaders in the past have
supported moderate whites like i
~Georgia’s  Governor Sanders,f
. againsl more extreme forces in’
;me party. It is also lkely ihaté'
the Misgissippi  Democrals will
! themselves reject the parily by,
supporting  Goldwater against'
i Jolwison. Still, the action of the.
Convention was a sharp 1'epudi-f
ation' of powerful nationul poli-
ticians like Tastland and S‘,en-ﬁ
nis in faver of a group whose
followers are largely not even|
regisiered to vole. ;
The Freedom Pariy delegales
and SNCC workers were angry
at the compromise which award- |
ed them iwo seals at large. Most
delegates and newsmen believed
ihat without President Jolmson's
threats and promises to dele-
- gates. the Credentials Committee
. might have adopted Represents-
tive Edith Green's proposal to:
seat all delegates from  both
groups who pledged loyalty- {0
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I the ticket,
. Although thers was talk of re-
cgquiring Ioyalty oaths from the.
Mississipp! and Alabams delega'g
tions, the Administration origin-:
ally had no iniention of giving!
any recognition {o the Freedom‘:
Democrals. It feared s walk-out!
by other Southern states; and it
hesitated to set a legal prece-
dent for challenging state dele-
gationy to future party conven-;
i

tions, Numerous delegates |
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avowed later that it was the]
moving and shocking {estimony |
of tha Freedom Party delegates’
in the Credentials Commiitee’
earing and the callousness of’
hs whita Mississippians thagt
hanged their minds and niade
hem refuse to go along with:
Johnson. :
Politieal Neophytes
Walter Reuther was called in
to urge the eivil rights leaders
to accept the compromise. Ham-
phrey promised that the Free-
dorn Demoecrats would be the
legitimate party by 1968 and of-
fered them conirol of federal pa-
tronage. Aaron Henry, head of
the Freedom Democratic delega-

tion, and Ed King, parly com-|
mitteemen, ultimately supported
he compromise, but they were

voted down by people like Fanny
Lou Hamer who wanted the
Green plan and appeared com
pletely oblivious of the signifl-
cance of Humphrey's offer.
When the white ° delegation [
walked out and the Freedom '
party delegates continued to re-|
fuse the “atlarge” seals, mosti‘[
observers asked incredulously,
“But don't they kmow they've,

won?"' The answer probably lies
{in the fact that most of the dele-.
{ gates are political neophytes and:
‘f don't understand when it is time!
"to stop protesting and start bar-|

gaining.

However, their refusal is not

! too important; there will bs oth-|
. er meetings. The significance lies
_in the fact that the Democrats

" made ithe offer. }

The action of the )
must be examined in the light
of San Francisco. The Demo-
crats had the choice of trging
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right and inducements to the
ESauth, or accepling the pauntlet
' and extending the lines of the
inew political alignment. They
i ended by calling for a loyaity
| oath and thereby effectively re-
| jecting the Mississippl Demo:

, crats after Governor Paul John- .

_turbed by fears of ‘“‘white back-;
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It was the challenge of the] Tne significance of the Free-|

Freedom.DemocraLic party and! dom Democratic Party’s chal-|
| the continued demands of the jenge to the Democratic Conven-|
. eivil rights movement, unper~f

| tion i3 that It gave the liberal
Democrats an  opportunity—or
virtually foreed them -to begin!
to do_what they had been plain:|
tively saying for yvears they wers.

Iash,” that permiited the Dem-|
ocrats fo repudiate the forces
to Goldwater and tie the party's!

future more securely io a hb—i unable to do; expel the Dixie-
eral-labor-Negro anchor. One. cpats and seek a realignment of
white Mississippi delegate with§ the political parties. Johnson
an eye fo the future even sought -~ foared a Southern wall-out, it
to confer with Henry on the; no. one seriously ergued for the

paironage.

to give President Johnson a line
on the Mississippi ballot in No-
vember.
Johnson's promise that the peo-
ple of his siate would have a
choice in the election, it is as-
isumed that tha regular Demo-
jcratic electors will remain un-

‘ter, The chief organized base for

Johnson campaign-and federal! old New Deéal alliance between
the Northern liberals .and the —

South. e

i For most of us, it happened so
| quickly that we stili cannot be-
slieve i, bul the fact is that a
' ragged, improverished band of
| Mississippl Negroes ana youthful
| civil rights workers nhas been ths
s eatalyst for a radieal shift in
the Democratic party that mas’
result in the political realign-
ment that so many mors “so--
phisticated” liberals have vainly’

white moderate polities in Mis- ‘ mugl;t 410? S0 hm&‘..,'b" .
sissippi is the trade unon move-
ment, apd its leader, State AFL-}
CIO President Claude Ramsey,!
talky animsledly of the ﬁmei
when labor and Negroes can Join®
politically--and openly-to revive
the best fealures of Southern!
populism, The number of voies
for Johnson on & Freedom Parly
line would be a clue to the ex-
tent of this potential today--a
_mumber which would unhappily
likely be far below the voles
moderate J. B. Coleman won in
the governor's race last year. |
There has beéen noe public spe-
eulation about one of the most,
important possible consequences
of the Mississippi party’s deci-
sion to separaie iiself from the
national parly which Gov. John-
son emphasized after the Cre-
dentials Committee resolution.
That is the status of the State’s
. Congressmen. Can Eastland and
Stennis and the Mississippl mew-
bers of the House claim to hold:
seniority ‘In a majority party
| which their state parly has re-
| pudiated? And, in view of their
decision to write oft Mississip-
* pi, what answer will the national
i Democratic leaders have to the
challenge that will undoubtedly

The Freedom Democrals need;
only a petition of 1000 voters

In spite of Governor

| son had made it clear o every- 5
erats?

i gome from the Freedom Demo~3

! ona that “our Mississippi Demo-
cratic party is entirely independ-
i ent and fres of the influence of
‘any national party.”




