
Magnitsky as whistleblower? No it was Rimma Starova 
By Lucy Komisar 

William Browder’s oft repeated tall tale is that Sergei Magnitsky, who he falsely claimed 
was his lawyer, discovered that corrupt Russian government officials and tax police had 
stolen a $230mil tax payment made by Bowder’s Hermitage Fund. It was called the tax 
refund fraud.  

It was a scam that some crooked Russian and Western entrepreneurs had been 
operating for a few years. There were some “professionals” who specialized in it. They 
would set up “fake” shell companies that would sue real companies (shells or others). 
Then they would file collusive lawsuits claiming the real companies had cheated them 
and they were owed multi-millions of dollars. The colluding companies would say, “Yes, 
you are right. We will pay.” 

That happened with Browder’s Hermitage shell companies. His companies paid out the 
entirely of their 2006 profits and then claimed a full tax refund. He claims that the 
companies were stolen from him by the Russian tax police who in June 2007 searched 
his office and that of his accountant, Firestone Duncan, and stole documents and seals 
used to reregister the companies.  

That is not possible, since the only way to change ownership of Russian companies is for 
the designated authority to go in person to the registry or to file the change through an 
owner’s power of attorney. The latter was done by Browder’s Cyprus shell. More about 
that separately. Of course, Magnitsky as the Hermitage accountant would have known 
that. And that no documents or seals can reregister anything.  

Browder claims he hired “the lawyer” Magnitsky in 2007 after the search and that 
Magnitsky was arrested because he “blew the whistle” on the fraud, accusing tax 
investigators of using documents to steal the companies. That is a lie not only on the 
“hiring” but on the whistle-blowing. 

First, Magnitsky was first interrogated in October 2006, over a year before the offices 
were searched. About Hermitage tax evasion. 

Second, if Magnitsky discovered anything before his November 2008 arrest, there is no 
record that he wrote it down or told anybody. In his testimonies of June and October 
2008, after the 2007 fraud, he accused no government officials or anybody else. 
(Browder lies about that and has forged the claimed accusations via the url’s of 
documents on his website.) 

In fact, the whistleblower was Rimma Starova, a pensioner living in Kazan, capital 
of the Republic of Tatarstan in southwest Russia, who saw a Kommersant article about 
an investigation into Hermitage shell companies. She was the “hired name” sham 
director of the three Browder shell companies which by then were owned by Boily 
Systems, a British Virgin Islands shell.  

The companies had been re-registered by a Russian shell, Pluton, set up by Viktor 
Markelov, used in the tax refund scheme, and then transferred to Boily. (Shell 

https://c4.100r.org/media/2017/10/Magnitsky-Testimonies-Oct-2006-June-2008-Oct-2008.pdf


companies, of course, being legal structures in tax havens set up to carry out myriad 
nefarious activities.) 

Starova was concerned the trail would lead to her, and to put herself in the clear, she 
went to the local police. She told them about the fake re-registration of the companies 
and false certificates of debt in the amount of 13.5 million rubles (that would be 
equivalent to the companies‘ profits) that were key elements of the tax refund 
fraud. Starova doesn‘t talk about a theft of companies by outsiders and certainly not by 
government officials, but links the scam to Glendora and Kone, Browder‘s Cyprus 
shells. Her April 9th complaint; English translation. 

She made a second complaint in July. English translation. 

A Hermitage press release dated September 16, 2008, later removed from the web but 
saved by the Wayback Machine, claimed that Starova in April had filed a complaint 
with the Russian Interior Ministry in Kazan “falsely accusing representatives of HSBC‘s 
companies of the theft of state funds.” Browder‘s shell companies were legally “owned” 
by HSBC as the Hermitage trustee. Starova was accusing Browder of the scam. 

https://www.thekomisarscoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/April-9-2008-Starova-complaint.pdf
https://www.thekomisarscoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Starova-Testimony-April-9-2008.pdf
https://www.thekomisarscoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/July-10-2008-testimony-Russian.pdf
https://www.thekomisarscoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Starova-Testimony-10-July-08-1.pdf
https://www.thekomisarscoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/wayback-machine-info-about-Rimma-Starova.jpg


 

Wayback Machine about Rimma Starova, see last item. 

After her second testimony to police, the truth already known, Browder gave the story to 
the New York Times and Vedemosti.   

Not till October did the alleged “whistleblower” Magnitsky mention this in testimony he 
was summoned (not volunteered) to give. Though even then, he accused no one. 

If there is organized crime here, Browder was smack in the middle of it. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/24/world/europe/24kremlin.html?mtrref=www.google.ru
https://www.vedomosti.ru/newspaper/articles/2008/07/24/zaplatit-za-billa

